Your Mental Attitude-

Honesty

    “American ingenuity” is a phrase spoken with admiration and envy throughout the world.  Never in history have so many people produced and distributed so much in such a short period of time.  We have devised short-cuts for making just about everything.  But there is also a great danger in this.  No machine or no amount of cleverness and money can provide positive attitudes for our daily lives.  No computer can program us for HONESTY.  There are no neat and brightly colored packages in the store that we can buy to make us honest.

    Our daily life would be a complete jungle if we didn’t assume that the majority of people on our job and in our community are honest in their intentions and deeds.  The idea of honesty is woven deeply into the very fabric of our religious and national beliefs.  The professional thief, of course, is a problem in every group.  But a much more serious problem is created when ordinarily honest people try to take short-cuts with themselves and others.

    We are dishonest when we deceive our-

“Those that think it permissible to tell white lies soon grow color blind.”
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selves into believing that LIFE OWES US SOMETHING.  The truth is that we OWE a large and regular debt to our family, our job, and our community.  These debts are just as important as our monthly installment payments.

    How, we may ask, can we be honest and tactful at the same time?  It’s really not that hard.  Nobody appointed us a one-person committee to go around saying every obvious thing that comes into our minds.  An understanding and sympathetic approach to the problems of another is not hypocrisy – it is a genuine belief that there is a time and a place and a way to do certain things with SINCERITY.

    Honesty, like charity, begins at home – WITH YOURSELF.  You need to know where you are going and what you want.  You need to remember that your every act has a consequence – for you and for others.  Be a realist, but not a cynic.  Be ingenious, but not a chiseler.  Keep your word, but do not give it lightly.  Be honest with yourself – and your life will follow a straight and happy road.

