Your Mental Attitude-

Courtesy

    Archaeologists have pretty well put together the pieces in the fascinating puzzle of how mankind discovered and perfected on of his basic tools – the wheel.  It was probably discovered by accident that large objects could be put on top of stones and rolled along.  Then man learned to put the stones on frames.  Constant use rounded them.  Man eventually made them already rounded.  Next he found a lubricant to make the axle turn smoother. Human society is something like the wheel – it needs to roll smoothly and it needs a lubricant.  In our daily lives the great lubricant is COURTESY.

    Every person, regardless of his station in life, expects to be treated with dignity.  Nobody appointed us to decide that we should “look down” on this individual or be inconsiderate to that one.  A person’s dignity is more important to him than food or money.  Courtesy is the respect paid to this fact.

“Nothing costs less, nor is cheaper than the compliments of civility.”





Cervantes

In the age of chivalry (considered as an ideal time for good manners) the highest compliment that could be paid someone was to say that he was “the very mirror of courtesy.”  Take this mirror and look at yourself – as you do to see if you are well groomed.  Are you polite in the way you were taught at your mother’s knee?  Do you have a friendly smile, a thoughtful act, and  a tactful word in your plans for the day?  Do you have one face for the world and another for those you think will put up with your bad humor or abrasiveness?  IS YOUR COURTESY SHOWING?

    A modern philosopher has said that courtesy is the real test of character.  He goes on to point out that it is easy to be agreeable and cooperative when everything is going well – but that the way we do our part in turning the wheel on our “bad days” is what reveals our true self.

