 Your Mental Attitude-

Your Brother’s Keeper


Three men in the community were asked to help an unfortunate father and his family who had seen better days . . . One of the men gave a sum of money and stipulated that his name not be used and that he not be involved in any way. Another refused on the grounds that there was no excuse for a man to get in such a fix. The third gave the father a very minimum of immediate financial help, while at the same time he tried to help the man to help himself.

The third man, obviously, was his brother’s keeper in a sensible and common sense way—he was acting out of true charity—probably the greatest of human virtues.


Charity is not sentimental help or the belief that life is a jungle or the unwillingness to get involved in other people’s misfortunes—it is not a “gravy train” for the lazy and the spoiled and the shiftless to ride on . . . Charity is

 sympathetic recognition that adversity can strike even those who try—it is the willing​ness to serve without coddling those with negative approaches to life—we all know that it is sometimes necessary, as Shakespeare said, to “be cruel only to be kind.” Firmness is often more difficult but, in the long run, more charitable in fulfilling our Biblical ob​ligation to be our brother’s keeper. It is the common courtesy that allows to every person his individual place in life — Charity is the absence of envy—it is the willingness to give the other fellow the benefit of the doubt.
We have often heard that charity begins at home. It really begins with ourselves and our attitudes. When we learn to give honest value in all our daily tasks and relationships we have taken a most important step towards true charity.

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”                     I Cor. 13:13

