 Your Mental Attitude-

Tolerance


When the Romans conquered a new ter​ritory, they went out of their way to be respectful of local customs and beliefs. They usually kept the civil administration intact. They also, after it was earned, con​ferred on their new subjects the highest privilege in the ancient world — Roman citizenship. One of the very important reasons that the Roman Empire prospered in peace for so long was that it practiced TOLERANCE. Much of the bloodshed and violence in man’s history has been caused by lack of tolerance .


Will Rogers said “We are all ignorant. We are just ignorant about different things.” Tolerance begins with a willing​ness to put ourselves in the other person’s place. It is listening to the other side be​fore we make up our mind. It is under​standing the weaknesses of others and making allowance for them. Tolerance is patience with the irritations and delays that inevitably occur in any activity in​volving people .

“Tolerance is the positive and cordial effort to understand another’s beliefs, practices and habits, without necessarily sharing or accepting them.”





       Joshua Loth Liebman



A closed mind is like a cement wall —thick through and through. No new ideas

or attitudes can penetrate it. If the wall is large, it will take a chisel or a drill a long time to make a dent. And when serious situations arise, it may take a real jolt to knock a hole in it. We don’t have to subscribe to the other fellow’s point of view — but we need to recognize that he HAS a point of view that he sincerely believes in. Prejudice has been humorously defined as a vagrant opinion without vis​ible means of support. “Learn to take a bit from the other fellow and see what he’s got,” said ‘William Knudson, the great industrialist.


Too often we practice tolerance —WITH OURSELVES. If we were half as concerned with understanding the opin​ions and shortcomings of others as we are in justifying our own mistakes and nega​tive attitudes, there would be a lot less friction in the world. The quickest way to correct the other fellow’s attitude is to correct your own first . .

Understanding, the art of beginning at the beginning, is the great antidote for intolerance.

