 Your Mental Attitude-

The Bandwagon


When the circus came to an American town about a hundred years ago, it was a great event (like our football weekends now) for young and old alike.  Circus day was featured by a parade which was led by a large horse-drawn wagon, on top of which the band sat and played.  Children competed for the privilege of getting on the bandwagon.


All of us, as we begin to climb aboard the bandwagon of life, learn that every day is not circus day and that life is a series of challenges and responses…Because we live in the most complicated era in human history, life itself poses numerous challenges every day.  And we learn that our response to these challenges determines whether we get on the bandwagon…or watch the parade of life as a spectator…or miss the circus altogether.


“Respond in time, for when we choose the easy way out we are rudely awakened,” said General Omar Bradley…The positive attitudes of confidence, enthusiasm and aggressiveness can furnish essential horsepower to move our personal bandwagon.

“An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man.”





           Emerson



CONFIDENCE arises out of courage, discipline, and adversity.  It is the knack of acting on our beliefs, rather than climbing on any bandwagon that happens along and offers a chance for a free ride.  In the long run, there are no free rides in life. 


Enthusiasm is a joyful response to the world around us.  It is a cheerful appreciation of the fact that good work is good fun, that behind the circus days are days of discipline and effort.  Enthusiasm is zestful living and working, tempered by good judgment and sound reasoning. 


Aggressiveness, the third motor of our bandwagon, is a quality of seeking out opportunities rather than waiting for them.  Blessed are those who would not let well enough alone…Aggressiveness is not overturning the bandwagons of others, but getting the most mileage and the smoothest performance out of our own.


Enthusiasm, confidence and aggressiveness can be blended together…like the instruments of a good band…to make our response to life more in tune with ourselves and those around us.

