 Your Mental Attitude-

Tact


At a state dinner about a hundred years ago, when the British Empire was at its height, the famous German chancellor, Bisinarck, sitting next to the British am​bassador, asked him how it was that Britain could rule so much land and so many different people with so few soldiers. “It is a matter of TACT,” replied the ambas​sador seriously. What he meant was that his countrymen serving overseas knew how to walk the line that divides the FAR ENOUGH from the TOO FAR.


Nothing in human relations, at ordinary times and on special occasions, makes a more soothing salve for the day-to-day hurts of life than tactfulness. We have all been taught such basic courtesies of life as respect for our elders. Tact goes beyond simple respect or politeness. It is the ability to say the right word or do the right thing in the right place at the right time. It is an affectionate understanding and sym​pathy for the 

misfortunes or shortcomings of others. It is criticizing the mistake rath​er than the person who made it. It is the realization that all of us have times of stress and embarrassment. It is an attitude of respect for others that shows that we do not consider ourselves lord-high-judges of their way of life. “In the battle of life, talent is the punch and tact is the clever footwork,” said humorist Wilson Mizner.



Tact is not insincere compliments. It is not “playing up to the boss.” It is not remaining silent when our principles are involved. It is the sign of mature, positive attitudes that enable us to speak or remain silent, to do or refrain from doing, to help or indicate that we are available for help, to give and take criticism — and to realize that there IS a time and place for everything.

“The ability to describe others as they see themselves.”







Abraham Lincoln

