 Your Mental Attitude-

Rumor


Most of us have read about (or even heard on their short wave broadcasts) the fantastically inaccurate picture that Com​munist propaganda paints of our country and events happening here. The sad truth is that these people believe their own propaganda. When Soviet Premier Khru​shchev visited this country some years back, he was astonished at how different many things were from what he had be​lieved.

Some of the Communist propaganda is amusing because it is so ridiculous. And yet how many of us either believe or spread the same kind of misinformation. Propaganda is simply rumor on a large scale. Gossip is rumor on a smaller scale. All kinds of harm, large and small, comes from being a party to the spreading of misinformation. Rumor and gossip are like a virus, which sometimes reaches epi​demic proportions. “It seems as though the best informed creature

“Truth is not exciting enough to those who depend on the characters and lives of their neighbors for all their amusement.”                                                        Bancroft

in the world is the many - tongued monster called Gossip,” said a contemporary educator .


Psychologists tell us that most people are poor observers and poor listeners. We may even start with a grain of truth. In the second telling, it becomes distorted out of its original setting. By the tenth time, the truth is hardly recognizable. Envy, resent​ment, and boredom are often the causes for spreading rumors. “Small minds dis​cuss people; average minds discuss events; large mind discuss ideas,” said an anony​mous humorist.
When we fan the flames of rumor, we are likely to get burned ourselves. An old proverb runs: “Three things come not back — the sped arrow, the spent hour, THE SPOKEN WORD.” A fair attitude and regard for others can stop rumors before they get started. The best medicine for the virtue of gossip is to think before we talk and to give others the bene​fit of the doubt.
