 Your Mental Attitude-

Refinement


Whenever we grow away from education and refinement, we are growing dangerously toward selfishness, and this traps us into a life of bondage.


True culture is that which gives us sym​pathy with and understanding of every form of human life, and enables us to build most successfully for its over-all advancement.


Virtue and talents, though given their due consideration, are not sufficient in themselves to gain you a welcome wherever you go. We are not content with rough diamonds, neither do we wear them in that form. When polished and placed in attractive setting, they give forth a brilliance that delights the heart.


Anyone of common understanding may, by culture, care, attention and effort, make him​self whatever he pleases and delight his friends with the brilliance of his refinement.


True refinement requires humility, good sense and benevolence. To think more highly of ourselves than we should, will destroy the brilliance of the principle governing good breeding.


Good-breeding is the sum total of much good sense, a generous portion of good nature and a little self-denial for the sake of others.


YOU will travel farther and faster along life’s success highway as you cultivate and prac​tice the art of true refinement . . - but practice it in ~li of your daily affairs.


“Among refined people, a mutual deference is affected; contempt of others disguised, au​thority concealed; attention given to each in his turn; and an easy stream of conversation maintained with vehemence, without interrup​tion, without eagerness for victory and with​out any airs of superiority.”—so stated a sage of the past century.


Your own efforts toward acquiring the splendid qualities of refinement will be your best security against other people’s ill-man​ners. YOU will carry with you a dignity that is respected by even the most important or ill-humored.


One principal point to constantly center on in your growth toward acknowledged refine​ment is to suit your behavior to the three sev​eral degrees of men—your superiors, your equals and those below you.



Good qualities are the substantial riches of your mind, but it is refinement in action that sets them off to good advantage and earns for you the Mark of Distinction.

“It is in refinement and elegance that the civilized man differs from the savage.” 


Johnson

