 Your Mental Attitude-

Maybe


It was said of George Washington that the secret of his greatness lay in the fact that he carefully weighed the pros and cons of a course of action, consulted the best opinions available, came to a decision — and then allowed no con​sideration of fear or doubt or selfishness to swerve him from his path. 


All of us have decisions to make every day— from what we are going to wear to more important choices.


Many regrets and missed opportunities in life come from the MAYBE attitude: “MAYBE I can do it,” ‘MAYBE I’ll try, “MAYBE it will work,” “MAY BE it’s worth it,” “MAYBE I’ll like it.” — and so on through a long catalog of negative attitudes. . . While we do not approve of a person who rushes headlong into some​thing, there is a time for decision. There is, as Shakespeare said, “A tide in the affairs of men which, taken at the flood, leads on to good fortune.”


One of the Union generals during our Civil War had overwhelming superiority in men and guns, and yet for months was too full of MAYBE to give battle. In humorous exasper​ation, President Lincoln sent him the 

following brief note: “Dear General, If you are not using the army, I would like to borrow it for awhile.” While most of us are not called on to decide the fate of nations, each act of indecision has consequences for those around us.


Overcoming the MAYBE habit begins with an examination of our goals and attitudes. And the ability to make decisions comes from the confidence that a thoughtful assessment of our​selves and our goals brings — it comes from a desire for self improvement — it comes from the confidence born of success in little things ... Second best decisions, we learn, if they are vigorously carried out, are often better than a series of negative MAYBE’s.


The greatest adventure in life lies in discov​ering ourselves and our capacities. Everyone has doubts, but when it is dark enough, we see the stars... Persistence in the face of doubt and indecision has been the father of much progress in the lives of all of us. Through it we learn to change MAY-BE to CAN-BE and WILL-BE.

Every day is our day of decision — and the only limits to a better tomorrow are the MAYBE’s of today.

“I hate to see things done by halves- If it be right, do it boldly, if it be wrong leave it undone.”
     Gilpin

