Your Mental Attitude-

Luck

    The impulse to trust to chance in one form or another is as old as mankind.  Dice were invented before the wheel.  In every primitive religion there is a goddess of fortune.  Because early man found that certain things happen without any rhyme or reason, he either attributed them to an evil spirit or to bad luck.  Even now, in our wishful reveries, we dream of that stroke of good fortune that will solve all our problems and bring us happiness and riches.  We are still too fond of trusting that most fickle damsel in history – Lady Luck.

    But even the ancients had some second thoughts about waiting for their ship to come in.  “Lady Luck is most in love with him who is efficient,” runs an old Persian proverb.  Numerous modern psychological experiments have confirmed what the ancient Persians understood – that luck averages out over a period of time – and the ability to see and seize opportunities (“The efficient” ones in the proverb) is what makes luck work for you.  “I am a great believer in luck, and I find that the harder I work the 

“The only good luck many great men ever had was being born with the ability and determination to overcome bad luck.”




     Channing Pollock

more I have of it,” said Stephen Leacock.

    Everyone has times in his life when nothing seems to go right – but if luck is where you find it, luck is also where you MAKE IT.  “True luck is nothing more than having the judgment to know when to do something, or not to do it,” said John Hay.  Being in the right place at the right time is most often no mere accident of chance.  When effort, enthusiasm, and discipline are put into the quest for positive goals, we enormously increase our chances of getting an assist from Lady Luck.

    The game of life takes into account these temporary and unpredictable whims of Lady Luck.  That’s why there are four quarters in a football game and nine innings in a baseball game.  The second quarter and the third inning are no time to quit and console yourself with the thought that the other fellow or the other team was just lucky.  “What men call luck is the privilege of courage and the homage life pays to success,” said James Russell Lowell.

