 Your Mental Attitude-

Listening

In the company of his fellow scientists, Albert Einstein seemed to be shy and to have little to say. Thomas Jefferson made only one speech in four years in Congress.  J. P. Morgan, the financial wizard, used to invite all kinds of people to lunch —and hardly say a word while they talked. All three of these men had a trait in com​mon that goes hand-in-hand with success — they were good listeners.

All of us know more than one talker. How many good listeners do we know? When we stop to think about it, we are much more impressed by the good listen​er. We unconsciously realize that they are people who have not fallen in love with their own sound track. They have learned by listening.

When we are too full of the 

importance (we think) of our own ideas and 

too im​patient to have our say, we have turned off the chance for constructive discussion. The speaker who preceded Lincoln at Gettysburg talked for two hours. Lincoln spoke less than five minutes. The oration of the other man was forgotten. We all know the person who spends so much of his energy building negative objections and feeling hurt that he cannot calmly listen to the fact that he has simply made a mis​take or has been selfish.

When we are “all ears,” we can improve our positive approach to life and avoid misunderstanding. Listening to music takes concentration, understanding, and patience. The same positive approaches can bring the rich beauty of the melody of life to us. Turn on and tune in by LISTENING.

“A good listener is not only popular everywhere but after awhile he knows something.”





Wilson Mizner

