 Your Mental Attitude-

Learning


Maria Montessori, the first woman to practice medicine in Italy, was perhaps the most gifted teacher of small children the world has ever known. She did amazing things with children who had been re​jected as dullards who would never learn. What she called “the secret of childhood” was simply the fact that all human beings possess the ability to learn things which are meaningful to their lives


She was telling us that we do not need to be a genius to learn important things. When Einstein said that genius was most​ly hard work, he meant that learning is the mastery of routine tasks to the point where we do them instinctively. We are then ready to stand back and analyze how and why we do certain things in certain ways. Many important improvements in industry and science have come from this process of learning. Every day presents a new challenge for us to acquire new skills and 

new interests. Learning is TRIAL AND ERROR plus CURIOSITY plus IMAGINATION. Curiosity may have killed the cat but it has given birth to hundreds of new ideas and techniques. We have all seen the person who has an amaz​ing curiosity about gossip and rumor —but none about his or her self-improve​ment.
Knowledge for its own sake is mostly useless. There is much more to learning than getting degrees or acquiring unco​ordinated factual information. We need to relate our willingness to learn to our goals in life. It has been suggested that EARN​ING equals YEARNING plus LEARN​ING. If charity begins at home, knowl​edge begins with understanding ourselves. When we learn our potential, we have taken a most important step to a better life.

“Order and Simplification are the first steps toward the mastery of a subject, the actual enemy is the unknown.”





Thomas Mann

