 Your Mental Attitude-

Beginning


After Mark Twain had decided he wanted to be a writer, he came East and made this propo​sition to a newspaper editor: Since he wanted to be a reporter and had no experience-and only enough money to live on for two weeks—he would work without pay Until his money ran Out. If the editor, by that time, thought he had promise, Mark Twain was to receive enough money for room and board for another two weeks. At the end of the month, if the editor was satisfied, Twain was to be given a regular ~0b... He was hired, and went on to a suc​cessful career in journalism and writing.



Mark Twain had already learned in his life the answers to two of the most important ques​tions in our lives—how to start and when to start. We have heard the advice that we should begin at the beginning—which means nothing more than first assessing our goals in life. Mark Twain had the confidence that comes from the 

“Some will never learn anything because they understand everything too soon.”                          Blount

willingness to learn and the curiosity to try 

new things. He knew what he wanted — he had a positive (and unusual) approach to his goal and he believed in learning by doing...



The time to start is today. Each morning brings a challenge for us to acquire new skills and new interests . . . Every day is a test of our ability to learn to accept the little inconven​iences of life, to see the other side of the prob​lem, to ask questions when we don’t understand something about our job, to learn to take one step backward before we take two steps for​ward, to improve our habits of concentration and attention, to be a little less careless and a little more thoughtful.
Learning is curiosity—seeing new things in old actions and surroundings. How often have we said to ourselves: “I never noticed that be​fore.” . . . It is never too late to begin, but there is no easy road to learning. If we start with the advice of Socrates to “know thyself,” we have already taken the first and biggest step in what can be a rewarding journey through life.
